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..Semper der Jungling" (1908). Es ist die Lebensgeschiehte des Dich- 
ters, wie er sich vom Sohn ernes armen, kinder reichen Zigarrenarbeiters 
zum Volksschullehrer heraufarbeitet. Als Kinderfreimd und Schulmann 
ist er aus eigener Erfahrung sehr mit seinem Stoffe vertraut und ver- 
saumt nieht, ein klares Bild seiner Sehuleindriicke zu geben. Im 17. 
Kapitel wird Asmus Semper zur Schule geschickt. Der Verfasser be- 
riehtet genau iiber die recht bewegliehe Klasse von Herrn Schultz, wo 
miniitlich die Platze gewechselt werden. Er erzahlt von der verschlafe- 
nen Klasse des Herrn Eosing, einem Frennd des spanischen Eohres, 
dann von dem begeisterten Unterrieht des jnngen Bendemann tind des 
bibelfesten, ehrwiirdigen Cremer. Der Verkehr unter den Schiilern, ihre 
Freude am Leben und ihr junger Neid, wird nns vor Angen geftihrt. 

(Schluss folgt.) 
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By Harry T. Collins, Pennsylvania State College. 



In this day of educational testing every subject of study must prove 
its worth. Educators not only demand that every subject make out for 
itself a positive case, but they also insist that the work be so adapted in 
matter and method as to function in the life of a majority of those devot- 
ing their attention to it. This broader view of education has brought 
about a change in modern language instruction. The old grammatical 
language method, with its uninteresting and unintelligible grinding out of 
paradigms and grammatical rules, must go. The direct method, more or 
less adapted to varying conditions, is bound to replace it. Only when stu- 
died as living tongues can modern languages function in the life of stu- 
dents. But the direct method of foreign language instruction requires that 
the teacher speak the language taught with facility. This requirement 
brings the American teacher face to face with a difficult problem. A high 
degree of efficiency in the use of a modern foreign language practically 
demands residence in a foreign country — a demand which is made to an 
equal extent by no other subject in the school or college curriculum. 
Foreign residence, however, is an impossibility for the great majority of 
our foreign language teachers in secondary schools, and even for many of 
the younger instructors in college work. 

In an experience of a number of years of teaching summer session 
work, where the majority of those attending were themselves teachers, it 
has become increasingly clear to the writer that many modern language 
teachers realize this lack of complete equipment for their work. They 
want to obtain a conversational grasp of the language they teach, and an 
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acquaintance with the life and customs of the people who speak it, but are 
utterly at a loss to know where to rind the information they desire, such 
information as can be gained from the printed page. 

It is with a view of affording assistance to such teachers that the fol- 
lowing brief list of books helpful to teachers of German has been brought 
together. The list does not attempt completeness, but any teacher familiar 
with these books is in a position to obtain further works without a pre- 
scribed list. Beginners' books and stories have not been listed as these are 
adequately described in the modern language catalogs of the various pub- 
lishing houses. Publishers are always willing to supply gratis copies of 
their catalogs and usually such catalogs are admirably arranged and afford 
much valuable information. No study of books can take the place of for- 
eign residence, but, though inadequate, it offers the best substitute. 

In the case of each book published in the United States the author 
and publisher are given. For foreign publications the author and the ap- 
proximate cost are stated. Foreign publications are best obtained through 
one of the many importing houses. 

Easy Readers. 
Bacon. Ini Vaterland. Allyn & Bacon. 

Vorwarts. Allyn & Bacon. 

Gronow. Geschiehte und Sage. Ginn & Co. 

Holzwarth. Grass aus Deuschland. Heath & Co. 

Manley. Ein Sommer in Deutsehland. Scott, Foresinan & Co. 

Walter-Krause. A First German Reader. Scribners. 

Composition Books. 
Allen & Phillipson. Easy German Conversation. Holt & Co. 
Pope. Writing and Speaking German. Holt & Co. 

Dictionaries. 
Duden. Orthographisehes Worterbuch. Leipzig. 60c. (The authority on ortho- 
graphy). 
Eberhard-Lyon. Synonymisches Worterbuch der deutschen Sprache. Leipzig. 

M. 13.50. (Gives synonyms in German, English, French, Italian and 

Russian). 
Grieb-Schroer. Englisches und Deutsches Worterbuch. Berlin. Vol. I, Englisch- 

Deutsch ; Vol. IT, Deutsch-Englisch. About $2.75 a volume. 
Heyse. Fremdworterbuch. Hannover. M. 8. 
Kluge. Deutsches Etymologisches Worterbuch. Strassburg. M. 10. (The 

authority on etymology). 
Muret-Sanders. Enzyklopadisches Worterbuch. Hand- und Schulausgabe. 

Berlin. Vol. I, Englisch-Deutsch ; Vol. II, Deutsch-Englisch. About $2.50 

a volume. 
Paul. Deutsches Worterbuch. Halle. M. 12.50. (Entirely in German). 
Vietor. Deutsches Ausspracheworterbuch. Leipzig. M. 13.50. (The authority 

on pronunciation). 

Literature. 

Klee. Grundzuge der deutschen Literaturgeschichte. Berlin. M. 2. (The best 
brief outline in German). 
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Meyer. Die deutsche Literatur* des neunzehnten Jahrhunderts. Berlin. M. 12.50. 
(The best discussion of modern German literature). 

Priest. A Brief History of German Literature. Scribners. $1.50. (Excellent 
brief survey). 

Robertson. A History of German Literature. Putnam. $2.50. (The best his- 
tory in English). 

General Works. 

Allen. Hints on the Teaching of German Conversation. Ginn & Co. 10c. 

Bagster-Collins. The Teaching of German in Secondary Schools. Columbia 
University Press. $1.50. 

Bahlsen. The Teaching of Modern Languages. Ginn & Co. 50c. 

Ballard and Krause. Short Stories for Oral German. Scribners. 80c. 

German Bible. American Bible Society. (A very serviceable one may be ob- 
tained for less than a dollar). 

Buchheim. Short German Plays. Oxford University Press. First Series (Five 
plays), 50c. Second Series (Six plays), 60c. 

Curme. A Grammar of the German Language. Macmillan. $3.50. 

Dawson. German Life in Town and Country. Putnam. $1.20. 

Deutsches Liederbuch. Heath & Co., 75c. 

Diekhoff. The German Language. Oxford University Press. $1.25. (Outline 
of the history and development of the language). 

Evans and Merhaut. Ein Charakterbild von Deutschland. Heath & Co. $1.25. 

Henderson. A Short History of Germany. Macmillan. One volume edition 
$2.50. (The best short account in English). 

Jespersen. How to teach a Foreign Language. G. Allen & Co. London, 
About $1. 

Kron. German Daily Life. Newson & Co., New York. 75c. (An excellent 
handbook of information for the teacher). 

Lipperheide. Spruchworterbuch. About $3.50. (A rather full and very usable 
dictionary of proverbs). 

Nollen. Chronology and Bibliography. Scott, Foresman & Co. $1. (An excel- 
lent guide to a wide range of books). 

Oxford Book of German Verse. Oxford University Press. $2. 

Perthes. Taschenatlas. About 60c. (Contains twenty-four sectional maps of 
the German Empire, and a list, with location, of all places). 

*Priest. Germany since 1740. Ginn & Co. $1.25. 

Report of the Committee of Twelve. Heath & Co. 16c. ( Suggestive and helpful 
both as to material and method). 

Sidgwick. Home Life in Germany. Macmillan. $1.50. 

Stieler. Handatlas. Deutsches Reich, ubersicht von Vogel. (A clear and de- 
tailed map of Germany that can be obtained from importers for about 
15 cents). 

Stroebe. Deutsche Anekdoten flir die Schule. Heath & Co. 15c. 

Vietor. German Pronunciation. Leipzig. 80c. (A helpful discussion, in Eng- 
lish, of German sounds and words). 

Walter-Krause. German Songs. Scribners. 50c. 



* So far as the presentation of our times is concerned, this book is to be 
used with great caution. See Dr. Reese's review, Monatshefte, January, 1916, 
p. 26. (Editor's Note.) 
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Periodicals. 

Aus Nah und Fern. Published by F. W. Parker School Press, 330 Webster Ave., 
Chicago. Four issues per year, 50c. (Exceedingly interesting and valu- 
able to supplement formal texts). 

Modern Language Notes. Published by the John Hopkins Press, Baltimore. 
(A monthly publication, with intermission from July to October, $2. Con- 
tains original articles, book reviews and much information about the lat- 
est publications in modern languages). 

Modern Language Journal. A new publication to appear under the auspices of 
the Association of Modern Language Teachers. Eight issues a year. 
(First number, Sept. 1916. To be devoted to discussions of the problems 
in the teaching of modern languages). 

Modern Philology. A monthly journal devoted to research in modern languages 
and literatures. The University of Chicago Press. $3 a year. 

Monatshefte fur deutsche Sprache und Padagogik. (Fruher : Padagogisehe Mo- 
natshefte.) Published by the National German-American Teachers 7 
Seminary, Milwaukee, Wis. Ten issues a year. (Contains original ar- 
ticles, reports, reviews of books and periodicals, and miscellaneous matter 
of interest to the teacher.) 
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By Prof. Paul H. Grummann, Ph. D„ Uni. of Nebraska. 



For thirty years the theory that the original home of the Indo- 
Enropeans is to be traced to the territory south of the eastern part of 
the Baltic has been growing in favor, but no consistent attempt has 
been made to harmonize Germanic mythology with this theory. The 
most important evidence in favor of the new theory is that the Lithu- 
anian dialect has preserved the most primitive forms and that the people 
using this dialect therefore participated in no migrations. If this theory 
is valid, we should expect the Lithuanians and their neighbors, the 
Germanic tribes, to have a primitive mythology, affected only by the 
cultural waves that passed over them. Such a theory is applicable to 
Germanic mythology, for if we subtract the cults that sprang up with 
the cultural waves that have been determined, we have nothing left but 
a primitive demonology. We can conclude that the Indo-Europeans in 
their original home worshipped only local demons whose functions had 
not become differentiated; that is, the local demons had not become ele- 
vated into gods before waves of culture influenced them. 

In order to obtain a clear view of the question it will be neces- 
sary to trace these cultural waves and to see what gods sprang up in 
the wake of each. 



